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Recent Australian Government Initiatives 

 

What’s New in South Australia 

The Integrated Design Commission   

 

New Participatory Models Promoting Integrated Design 
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3 Levels of Government 

 

City Reforms 

Major Cities Unit 

Policy, Planning + Infrastructure 

 

COAG 

Council of Australian Governments 

 

population + economic 

growth 

climate change 

housing affordability 

urban congestion 

 

 

Australian Government Initiatives 
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Our Cities, Our Future 

“A National Urban Policy for a Productive, Sustainable and 

Liveable Future” 

 

 

The role of the Australian Government is improving our major 

cities through  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

direct investment 

influencing the actions of others 
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Creating Places for People 

An Urban Design Protocol for Australian Cities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaboration between 

community groups 

professions 

industry 

all levels of government 

 

 

Encouragement of world-class urban design 

and architecture (responding to COAG) 
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Adelaide “Thinker in Residence” Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Laura Lee (USA) 

Integrated Design Strategy for South Australia (2008) 

New approach to designing, planning and nurturing the built 

environment 
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South Australia’s Integrated Design Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advocates the Value of Design 

Independent Commission working across 

design 

planning 

architecture 

heritage 

infrastructure 

development 

Advice to Government 

Resource to Industry 
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Connection to Government 

Premier 

Expert Advisory 

Panel 

 

Commissioner  

(for Integrated Design) 

 

Cabinet 
Department of 

Premier and Cabinet 

Integrated Design 

Commission 

Government Architect 

Director 

Specialist Staff 

Administration 
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Integrated Design Commission Purpose 

 

Leadership 

Independent and expert advice 

Strategic direction 

Creative new responses 
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“We want people to get interested in what their city is going 

to look like. We want it talked about and argued about. 

Controversy is inseparable from good urban planning and 

very desirable ” 

 

Former South Australia Premier, Don Dunstan 
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Five Key Principles 

 

Design in all stages (early!) 

Collaborative culture 

Environmental leadership 

Evidence through research 

Inform, engage and educate 
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Sophisticated Enquiry 

 

Reliable data stream 

Evidence based 

Smarter and targeted policy 

Publication of data / evidence 

Bringing the public with us 

Critical thought about good design 
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! idea Discuss with 

consent 

authority 

 

Formulation 

of project 

 

Discuss 

with 

consent 

authority 

 

Consent 

authority 

Possible design 

reviews 

 
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Study Area 

5000+  
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Before 



30 

After 
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Woodville Road 

Current Conditions 



Woodville 

Village Study 

Area 
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30-Year Plan for 

Greater Adelaide – 

North West Corridor 
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Community and Stakeholder 

Engagement 

 

Strategic Planning 

 

Planning and Urban Design 

 

Transport Planning 

 

Property and Economics 

 

Rail Infrastructure 

 

Landscape Architecture 

 

Recreation Planning 

 

Social Planning 

 

Public Art and Community 

Art 

 

Surveying 
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Further 

Investigations Design Testing 
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Charrette 
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products 
place 

industrial design 

public art 

graphic design 
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Built 
Environment 

Designed 
Environment 
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