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To: Media

Re: Elevated Pedestrian Corridor in Yuen Long Town connecting with Long Ping
Station

On behalf of the Hong Kong Institute of Urban Design, we would like to provide comments

on the Elevated Pedestrian Corridor in Yuen Long Town connecting with Long Ping Station.

If it would be helpful, we are pleased to meet to explain the content of our Paper. Should

further information be required, please kindly contact me or Ms. Cherry Lau, our

Administrative Officer at 2235 9057.

Yours faithfully,

il )

(P.Y.TAM)
Chairman, Public Affairs Committee, HKIUD

cc:
Mr. WONG Wai Lun, Michael, JP, Secretary for Development (sdev@devb.gov.hk)
Mr. CHAN Fan, Frank, JP, Secy for Transp and Housing (sthoffice@thb.gov.hk)
Mr. CHAN Pai Ming, Jimmy, JP, Dir of Highways (jimmy.pm.chan@hyd.gov.hk)
Mr Chan Kin-por, GBS, JP, Chairman of the Legislative Council (LegCo) Finance
Committee,

(f_pwsc@legco.gov.hk)

Mr. Kenneth CHEN, Secy Gen (secgen@legco.gov.hk)

Hon Tony TSE Wai-chuen, BBS, member of the Legislative Council
(info@tonytsewaichuen.com)
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HKIUD Comments on the proposed Yuen Long Footbridge March 2019

1.

HKIUD is highly disappointed at the Government’s recent intention to move ahead to
call for tender its proposed elevated walkway above the Yuen Long nullah despite the
strong objections raised jointly by the 5 professional institutes (HKIA, HKILA, HKIP,
HKIS and HKIUD) in July last year. Whilst the Government has temporarily withdrawn
the proposal in end 2018, we think that the Government should have spent the months in
between then and today more meaningfully by discussing with the professional institutes
to work out a sensible and more flexible alternative scheme rather than pushing ahead the
arbitrary proposal and hope that the tenderers would solve the problems for the
Government. We reiterate that besides the concern about the high construction cost, we
are in fact more disappointed that Government has not shown any appreciation of the
error in the assumptions for its decision and the irreversible damage that such an
intrusive and incongruous mega-structure will bring to the place.

2. HKIUD wishes to reiterate once again our views as follows:

2.1 The fundamental question is that such a bridge is not an appropriate solution to
tackle the conflict of vehicular and pedestrian traffic in Yuen Long town centre. To
deal with the traffic problem in Yuen Long town would require a multi-pronged
approach.

2.2 There is in fact already an existing footbridge straddling the LRT Fung Nin Road
station at about 150 metres to the west of the alignment of the proposed one above
the nullah. This existing footbridge goes through Yuen Long Plaza and reaches Long
Ping Station Entrance B2 and can reach a lot of local shops, schools and a bus
terminus. To build a bridge in parallel to this one is a costly duplication of effort.

2.3 A pertinent way is to review the locations and widths of existing pedestrian
crossings, including: the relocation and widening as appropriate of the crossings at
the narrowest points, traffic management measures, including the setting up of
pedestrian priority zones, time sharing or otherwise, together with the removal of
structures and goods that are causing obstructions to pavements and strict
enforcement on illegal parking, etc. in the area in general and along the stretch of
Castle Peak Road in question. A comprehensive strategy may also necessitate a
review and possible adjustment to the present locations of the Hong Lok Road and
Tai Tong Road LRT stations.

2.4 A rational approach is to review the effectiveness of the above measures after they
are in place for say a year or so, before a decision is made to go ahead with building
yet another bridge and how.
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2.5 The joint institutes’ alternative proposal is comparatively cheaper, much more
flexible and has less visual and environmental impact during and after construction.
It would also integrate well with street level activities to enhance the vitality of the
town centre and can harmonise with the possible enhancement works to the nullah.

2.6 We understand that the Drainage Services Department has embarked on a proposal
to revitalise the present nullah. The elevated walkway project would be in direct
conflict with this commendable initiative. DSD has started to implement
revitalization works at Kai Tak River and Tsui Ping River, and these are well
received by the community. DSD has recently announced its intention to further
revitalize the nullahs at Tai Wai and Fo Tan. It is a world trend and acknowledged
environmentally and socially desirable initiative to incorporate water bodies in the
urban fabric. The Cheonggyecheon in Seoul and the Lai Chi Wan projects in
Guangzhou are good examples. The way that the Highways Department’s Yuen
Long bridge project charges ahead in direct conflict with the effort of DSD shows
that Government is contradicting its own policy initiatives, like the “water friendly
culture”, “sustainability” and building of a “liveable city” as promulgated in the
recent years’ Chief Executive’s Policy Addresses.

3. HKIUD is sympathetic with the traffic problems in the area and had thus offered
alternative and more pragmatic solutions with good urban design principles and overall
benefits for the community in mind. We encourage the promotion of walkability and
would also recommend wherever possible, the creation of a matrix of ground level
pedestrian routes within the existing urban matrix to provide more opportunities for
improved urban landscape and greening, which could thereby integrate with special
local features such as the river corridor in this case. We would therefore again sincerely
ask the Government to withhold proceeding with tendering of the project without
further consulting the professional institutes and the general public in the next few
months.

Hong Kong Institute of Urban Design
20 March 2019

Hong Kong Institute of Urban Design Limited

Frits &8 & SINE899% /1 1 HH 0 2 — HASHES03 = Unit 503, 5/F, Tower Two Lippo Centre, 89 Queensway, Admiralty, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2235 9057 Fax: (852) 3007 3607 Web: www.hkiud.org Email: ing@hkiud.org



