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President’s Corner 會長的話 

The Belt and Road Initiative: 

The Belt and Road Initiative is essentially a framework for infrastructure, but has a strong planning and 

urban design component.  Development will not only have significant impacts on China and some 60 

countries along the Belt and Road, but also bear far-reaching implications for future global development. 

 

Upon authorization of the State Council, a document entitled Vision and Actions on Jointly Building Silk 

Road Economic Belt and 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road (Vision and Actions) was jointly issued by the 

National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry 

of Commerce on 28 March 2015.  This has outlined the roles Mainland Provinces, as well as those that 

Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan might play under the Belt and Road Initiative.  This gives full scope to 

the role of Qianhai, Shenzhen; Nansha, Guangzhou; Hengqin, Zhuhai; Pingan, Fujian Province, etc. in 

opening up and cooperation; in deepening their cooperation with Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan; and 

helping to build the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Big Bay Area. 

 

As stated in Vision and Actions, Hong Kong can capitalize on its unique advantages and actively 

participate in and promote the Belt and Road Initiative.  Hong Kong, as the most internationalized city of 

China, and having global connections, can become a very important pivot city during the implementation 

period. 

 

I attended the launch of the Belt and Road Observatory at the University of Hong Kong on 28th May 

organised by the Centre of Urban Studies and Urban Planning.  Formed by HKUrbanLab researchers 

and collaborating with partners in the Belt and Road regions and across the world, the Belt and Road 

Urban Observatory initiates an ambitious forward-looking research agenda to measure, evaluate, 

predict, influence and enhance the indirect network effects and benefits of BRI on the cities, city systems 

and peoples in the Belt and Road region.  Its overarching aim is to help capture more network benefits 

for local peoples, cities and nationals as Eurasia becomes progressively connected.  The objectives 

are: 

 



1. To enable critical understanding of the built environment and prevalent urban issues of South, 

South-east and Central Asian cities and how these may be improved by appropriate integration 

into the Belt and Road infrastructure; 

 

2. To help improve the management of these cities by analyzing the transferability of the urban 

management policies and practices of Hong Kong, urban China and other countries; with 

particular emphasis on using that transferred knowledge to better capture benefits from Belt and 

road infrastructure investments; and 

 

3. To support this analysis with predictive simulations of multi-scale spatial economic and urban 

outcomes of the Belt and Road infrastructure investments. 

 

On 31st May I attended the Dashun Belt and Road Foundations Global Development Alliance 

(BARGDA) reception.  This has the primary objective of facilitating enterprises, especially small and 

medium size companies, and the professional sector in Hong Kong to capitalize on the vast opportunities 

created by the national strategy “Belt and Road Initiative”.  Being a multi-national platform, BARGDA 

plans to integrate organizations having fair and independent views, professionalism and capabilities for 

the well being of the community in Hong Kong in the process of global development in all facets with 

China Mainland and the ‘Belt and Road’ countries.  The Alliance will play an effective role in the 

coordination with Alliance Organizations and Associates on projects related to infrastructure, finance, 

energy, culture, education, innovation and technology, economic development, arts and creativity.  We 

believe that the Alliance will create new spheres of cooperation, friendship and trust at different levels 

along the route of Maritime Silk Road countries. 

 

We need an alliance among urban thinkers, practitioners, environmentalists, business leaders and 

developers to work together for the long-term health and well-being of city regions within the Belt and 

Road countries. 

 

There is much that our Urban Design Institute can contribute, both now and over the coming years. 

 

PETER COOKSON SMITH 

President 
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Recent Events and Meetings / 近期活動及會議 

 
Farrells 25th Anniversary Exhibition Urban Dialogue forum - City Making in the 21st 

Century 

 

 
 

Farrells organized a 25th Anniversary Exhibition Urban Dialogue forum - City Making in the 21st Century 

on 19th April to coincide with Sir Terry Farrell's visit to Hong Kong where he was a keynote speaker at 

the HKIUD Conference - Betterment of the City. 

 

The panel comprised Sir Terry Farrell, Colin Fournier, KK Ling, Nelson Chan, Paul Zimmerman, Stefan 

Krummeck and Peter Cookson Smith. 

 

 Walk21HK Public Forum: Connecting People to Water Civic Exchange & EKEO 

 

Energizing Kowloon East Office of Development Bureau and Civic Exchange invited HKIUD members to 

the Walk21HK Public Forum on 19 May 2016 for which HKIUD is one of the Supporting Organisation. Dr. 

Peter Cookson Smith was invited to be one of the panellists in Session 2: Connecting people to the 

waterfront. 



 

More 

 BEC EnviroSeries Conference 

 

Business Environment Council (“BEC”) invited HKIUD members to the EnviroSeries Conference with the 

theme on: A Resilient and Low Carbon Hong Kong – Transforming Awareness into Actions on 19 May 

2016 for which HKIUD is a supporting organisations. 

 

More 

 Hong Kong Annual Conference 2016 

 

Peter Cookson Smith gave a presentation at the Annual RICS Conference on ‘Urban Design – Thinking 

about the Elderly’ on 20th May 2016 and participated in a facilitated discussion with Rebecca Chiu, the 

Hon Tony Tse Wai Chun and William Yuen. 

 

http://walk21hk.com/news/detail.html?member_id=17
http://bec.org.hk/events-current/bec-enviroseries-conference-2016


According to the World Health Organisation the global population aged 60 and above will double to 22 

percent in 2050, and more and more elderly are living in cities.  The longevity of elderly people in Hong 

Kong poses both opportunities and challenges.  We tend to build and market cities for the young and 

energetic, while older adults interact with the built environment in ways that reflect changing physical 

capabilities – limited vision, limited mobility and special needs. 

 

The 2011 Hong Kong Census data revealed that 13.3% of population of 7.3 million in Hong Kong falls 

within the “65 years old and older” age group.  Population growth is expected to peak at 8.2 million in 

2043 but the Census and Statistics Department projects that the proportion in this age group would 

increase to 25.9% in 2030 and 30.1% in 2040.  Concurrently, the “expectation of life at birth” for females 

is likely to increase from 86.7 years in 2011 to 89.8 years in 2031 and 90.8 years in 2041; and for males 

from 80.5 years in 2011 to 83.5 years in 2031 and 84.4 years in 2041 (Census and Statistics Dept 2012).  

Hence there is an urgent pressure to review existing urban polices in Hong Kong. 

More 

 Faculty Knowledge Exchange Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ricshk-conference.org/index.html


 Distinguished Research Achievement Award – Prof. Anthony Yeh 

 

 

 
HKIUD Meetings Calendar (May) 

五月會議 

 

Date Time Meetings Venue 

 

10/5 (Tue) 

 

6:30 pm Council Meeting Immediate Past President’s 

Office 

30/5(Mon) 6:30 pm MEC Meeting Immediate Past President’s 

Office 

 

  



Upcoming Events and Meetings / 活動及會議預告  

 

 HKIUD Urban Design Award 2016 - Call for Nomination 

The Hong Kong Institute of Urban Design (HKIUD) Urban Design Award 2016 aims at recognising urban 

design related projects with outstanding performance and contributions in promoting excellence in Urban 

Design Practice. This award is now opened to all relevant projects under the following three categories.  

1. Award for Urban Design Built project 

2. Award for Urban Design Plan / Concept 

3. Award for Research 

Submission Deadline: 4 July 2016 (Monday) 3:00 pm HK Time  

For more details, please visit our website: http://www.hkiud.org/en/hkiud-urban-design-award-2016  

 



 
Urban Design Study for the Wan Chai North and North Point Harbourfront Areas: 
Invitation to Focus Group Meeting (Professional Institutes) 

 

Hong Kong Public Space Initiative cordially invite HKIUD Members to nominate the "coolest" & "most 

irritating" public spaces for the 2nd Hong Kong Public Space Awards, which aim to raise public 

awareness of the quality of public spaces in HK. 

Deadline: June 5, 2016 (Sunday) 

More 

 
Urban Design Study for the Wan Chai North and North Point Harbourfront Areas: 
Invitation to Focus Group Meeting (Professional Institutes) 

 

The Planning Department would like to invite HKIUD members to participate in a focus group meeting 

(FGM) for the Wan Chai North and North Point harbourfront to discuss in details about the harbourfront 

enhancement proposals.  Details of the FGM are as follows: 
 
Date: 11 June 2016 

Time: 3:30pm 

Venue: 3/F, City Gallery, 3 Edinburgh Place, Central, Hong Kong 

 

All members who are interested, please register via our Administrative Officer, Ms. Cherry Lau at 2530 

8135 or e-mail to cherry.lau@hkiud.org on or before 6 June 2015(Monday). Thank you. 
 

More 

 KODW 2016: “design. cities. health in the new economy” 13-17 June 2016 @ Hotel Icon 

 

Organised by the Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC), Knowledge of Design Week (KODW) has been 

entering the 11th year in a row.  With the forum theme of “design. cities. health in the new economy”, 

http://www.hkpsi.org/
http://www.hkpsi.org/chi/main/
http://wcnnpuds.hk/


over 20 local and international business and creative leaders are invited to share their experience; using 

real case studies to demonstrate how innovative services and product designs applied to public and 

private health care, rehabilitation, health services and digital healthcare products so as to enhance 

quality and efficiency, reduce production cost and strengthen more personalized service for patients and 

customers.   

Date & Venue 

13 - 17 June, 2016 

Hotel Icon, 17 Science Museum Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong (Show map) 

HKIUD members could enjoy a 50% off discount by entering the exclusive promo code " D44B "  

Enquires 

Please email kodw@hkdesigncentre.org.  

More 

 

 Invitation to participate in crowdsourcing a World Towns Agreement 

 

Urbanism at Architecture and Design Scotland [www.ads.org.uk] is supporting the World Town 

Leadership Summit which will be hosted in Edinburgh from June 15-16 2016. The aim of the conference is 

to discuss the evolving nature of civic governance and the changing economic drivers for successful 

place-making at the scale of towns and urban neighbourhoods. 

A key element of the conference is the signing of a World Towns Agreement to support positive urban 

change in towns and urban neighbourhoods to address global challenges.  

The draft Agreement is being crowdsourced from communities, institutions and organisations across the 

world. A provocation to invite debate is hosted on googledocs here. This is structured around four 

overarching principles: 

1: The unique identity of place 

2: Local economies 

3: Governance and citizenship 

https://www.google.com.hk/maps?q=Hotel+Icon&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjMyq68w-fLAhWkUqYKHfdXA7AQ_AUIBygB
mailto:kodw@hkdesigncentre.org?subject=KODW%202016%20Enquires
http://www.kodw.org/
http://www.scotlandstowns.org/world_towns_leadership_summit
http://www.scotlandstowns.org/world_towns_leadership_summit
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/crowdsourcing-world-towns-agreement-diarmaid-lawlor?trk=pulse_spock-articles
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1csDJIW_9YthA9BvftC30uNqiWRCBUcM80OYJdXnbcvA/edit


4: Environments, addressing assets, infrastructure and sustainability 

The draft Agreement will be debated, finalised and signed at the conference, with recommendations on 

action. 

More 

 DFA Design for Asia Awards (DFAA) - Call for Application NOW 

 

More 

 

 Green Building Award 2016 - Two Weeks to Submission Deadline 

 

GBA 2016 is co-organised by the Hong Kong Green Building Council (HKGBC) together with the 

http://www.ads.org.uk/say-hello-to-world-towns-leadership-summit-2016/
http://www.hkdc.hk/EBLAST/2016/0420_YDTA2016/YDTA2016.htm


Professional Green Building Council (PGBC), aiming at recognising organisations and building-related 

projects with outstanding performance and contributions in promoting sustainability and transforming the 

mainstream market towards wider adoption of sustainable building life cycle.  

More 

 

 
PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR SERIES: Toward a "Green-Smart" City: How ICT Can Help 

Tackle Local and Global Environmental Challenges 

 

Planning Department would like to invite HKIUD members to the Professional Seminar Series: Toward a 

"Green-Smart" City: How ICT Can Help Tackle Local and Global Environmental Challenges. Details are 

as follows: 

  

Date: 18 June 2016 (Saturday)  

Time: 14:30 - 17:00 (Registration starts at 14:00)  

Venue: Multi-purpose Hall, 3/F, City Gallery, 3 Edinburgh Place, Central, Hong Kong  

 

For registration and enquiries, please send email to enquiry@citygallery.gov.hk or contact Ms Karis Chu 

or Ms Jackie Yung of City Gallery at 3102 1242. 

 

http://www.gba.org.hk/
mailto:enquiry@citygallery.gov.hk


 THEi (VTC) - Professional Degree in Landscape Architecture 

 

 

More 

 
The 8th Guangdong Hong Kong Macau Sustainable Development Conference 2016 [23 

September 2016] 

The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers (HKIE), Guangdong Provincial Association for Science and 

Technology and the Macau Institution of Engineers would like to invite HKIUD to the 8th Guangdong 

Hong Kong Macau Sustainable Development Conference 2016 on 23 September 2016 for which HKIUD 

is one of the Supporting Organisations.  

https://www.thei.edu.hk/programme/design/bachelor-of-landscape-architecture-honours


 

More 

 17th Asian Congress of Architects – ACA17 

 

The Hong Kong Institute of Architects - HKIA would like to invite HKIUD members to the Asian Congress 

of Architects (ACA) Forum which is a major regional congress held every two years that take the form of a 

large international congress for fostering intellectual exchange and strategic discussion on regional 

challenges, initiatives and development amongst hundreds of architects  

The theme for the ACA17 in 2016 is “Growth and Diversity: The Green Age of Asia”. 

Date: 25 September 2016 to 1 Ocotber 2016 

Venue: Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre 

More 

 

 

http://gdhkmsdf8.hkdevx.net/
https://www.facebook.com/infohkia/
http://www.aca17hk.com/


 
HKIUD Meetings Calendar (June) 

六月會議 

 

Date Time Meetings Venue 

 

22/6 (Wed) 6:30 pm PAC Meeting Vice President’s Office 

 

23/6 (Thur) 

 

6:30 pm Council Meeting Immediate Past President’s 

Office 

 

 

 


